
Education Committee Report 2020-2021 

 The events of 2020 caused the NHLTA Education Committee to change our methods and 

approach, but did not stop us from achieving the mission of educating and providing information 

for our members. 

 In both 2020 and 2021, virtual Roundtable Discussions replaced regional meetings as an 

educational forum. Katrinka Pellecchia, NHLTA Director facilitated a “Reopening Libraries” 

roundtable on September 22 with the technical assistance of former NHLTA Director Bert Saul, 

and a check-in roundtable, and a check-in discussion on January 27 with the assistance of 

NHLTA Director Marcia McLaughlin. The popularity of the roundtables, eight in total, along 

with the results of a survey sent out by former NHLTA Director Susan Gaudiello indicating that 

a virtual option was most likely to be attended, encouraged the Committee to hold our annual 

conference virtually in 2021. To prepare, several committee members attended NHMA’s fall 

conference in Whova and familiarized ourselves with the program. We scheduled our conference 

for May 12 and 13, a total of 15 sessions spread over 2 days to minimize virtual fatigue. We re-

engaged many 2020 presenters based on availability and relevance of topic and, after the George 

Floyd protests that summer, chose Manchester-located community organizer Deo Mwano as 

Keynote Speaker on the topic of “How to Be an Inclusive Organization.” The virtual forum was 

a success, attracting a total of 203 attendees from 89 libraries from all over the state. Ashley 

Methot, of NHMA, was invaluable in training “hosts” and “moderators” from the NHLTA Board 

and Education Committee to manage the Whova and Zoom technology. Trustee orientation 

workshops for new trustees were also presented virtually, on Zoom, on April 24 and June 7, by 

former NHLTA directors Susan Gaudiello and Liz Tentarelli. 



In addition to the roundtables, orientations and conference, the Committee tackled updating the 

Trustee Manual, in a subcommittee formed by NHLTA Directors Katrinka Pellecchia, Marcia 

McLaughlin, Constance Kirwin, and Lara Berry. 

We have set the date for next year’s conference, in person on Tuesday, May 10, 2022 at 

Grappone Conference Center in Concord. Thank you to everyone whose participation made it 

possible to provide this year’s programs and resources.  

Committee members: Lara Berry (Chair), Mark Branoff, Debra Caplan, Anne Chant, Marcia 

McLaughlin, Katrinka Pellecchia, Dee Santoso, John Stone. 

--Lara Berry 


