
 

 

Education Committee Annual Report 2019-2020 

While 2019-2020 started with great optimism, enthusiasm, and many ideas for workshops, regional meetings and 
the May 2020 conference, the new year of 2020 brought us challenges that tested our creativity, ingenuity, and 
flexibility far more than we could have imagined. 

During Fall 2019, the Education Committee sponsored three regional meetings: one on September 9 at the 
Langdon Public Library in Newington; one on September 25, at the Moultonborough Public Library in 
Moultonborough; and one on October 25, at the Dublin Public Library, Dublin. Also, on Nov. 5, Lara Berry, 
NHLTA Director and Director of the Langdon Public Library, Newington, presented the well-received program 
‘Workshop: The Trustee/Director Relationship’ at the Epsom Public Library, Epsom. 

On Oct. 5, Bert Saul and Susan Gaudiello, both NHLTA Directors presented a Trustee Orientation workshop 
designed mainly for new trustees at the Gorham Public Library, Gorham NH. For those new trustees unable to make 
an orientation workshop, or new and ‘seasoned’ trustees who wish to refresh their understanding of the role and 
duties of a library trustee, Susan Gaudiello, NHLTA Director, and Liz Tentarelli, former NHLTA Director, 
prepared the Orientation Workshop as a three part webinar series available on the NHLTA website, www.nhlta.org.  

We thank all our library hosts for their hospitality and helping to make our programming possible. 

By Dec. 2019, the Education Committee had prepared the program for the 2020 annual conference, ‘2020 Vision 
for Library Trustees’, to be held at the Grappone Center in Concord on May 12. Peter Pearson, President of 
United for Libraries and a renowned library consultant for ‘Library Strategies’, was to present the keynote 
address, “Trends Shaping the Future of Public Libraries”. Fifteen exciting and informative workshops were also 
scheduled. Unfortunately, the plans were not to come to fruition and, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
conference was cancelled in March. The good news, however, is that the decision and date to hold the 2021 
conference has already been voted on—May 11—so mark your calendars. The Education Committee thanks 
Ashley Methot, NHMA, for her valuable assistance in planning our conference logistics. 

Since the COVID-19 pandemic shutdown made it impossible to hold on-site regional meetings or workshops, 
NHLTA rapidly became acquainted with the concept of virtual meetings. A total of six virtual meetings, four 
roundtables and two orientations, were offered on the internet, thanks to the technical know-how of Susan 
Gaudiello and Bert Saul. The first roundtable, with the topic of how libraries were both coping and being creative 
during the shutdown, was scheduled for April 24. Demand was so great that a second session was held on April 
28. Two later sessions on library reopening were held on May 28 and June 4. The Trustee Orientation, originally 
scheduled as an in-person workshop, was rescheduled as an on-line meeting for June 13, with an added session 
on-line for June 16. Many thanks to Michael York, NH State Librarian, and Lori Fischer, Administrator of 
Library Operations, NH State Library, for their participation in the virtual roundtables. The virtual meetings 
proved to be so popular and convenient for members’ schedules and travel needs that, while in-person meetings 
will still be the preferred mode, future virtual programming is being considered.  
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